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Mexican American Workers Challenge Jean-Giant 





DROP 





YOUR 
PANTS! 


n COs C Choose Industry Ove Over | + integrity aren 
B.C. Natives Stand By Claim 


exican American women 
Vi workers are calling a boycott 
of Levi’s products in response 
to plant closures instituted by the 
clothing giant. Levi Strauss Associ- 
ates Inc. isresponsible for the layoff of 
1,115 mostly Mexican American 
women after they closed their south 
Zarzamora street plantin San Antonio, 
Texas, and moved the plant to Costa 
Rica. Further illustrating the now com- 
mon flow of manufacturing jobs from 
advanced industrial nations to third 
world countries (where wages are kept 
exira low), the move was a cynical 
play for more cash by a company that 
was already making almost $50 million 
(US) profits in the fourth quarter of 
1989 alone. 
The layoffs, which took place last 


(see “No Compre’, page 2) 


The B.C. Supreme Court has picked 
industry over integrity in its recent 
ruling to deny Native people rights to 
their land and resources. The eight 
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A BLOW FROM BELOW 


it’s not about the big Tyson/Razor match 
last week—hell, it’s not even about 
boxing; but Uppercutis ashow you don’t 
want to miss. Uppercut (formerly De- 
sire Armed) is Ecomedia’s weekly news 
spot on CIUT 89.5 FM, andit’sjustbeen | 
expanded to a half-hour format, cou- 
pled with atime change. For our regular 
listeners, don’t miss our change-over 
to Tuesdays from 12:30 to 1pm, starting 
April 2. For those of you who haven't 
heard it yet, Uppercut is a short-but- 
sweet segment of serious subversion, 
insurrectionary insight, and rebellious 
ae not to be missed! 








bands of Gitskan and Wet’suet’en in 
B.C. laid “legal” claims to their land in 
what turned out to be the longest and 

(See "Gitksan”, page 2) 
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No Compre-Don’tBuyLevi's 


—continued from page 1— 


April, are being challenged by Fuerza 
Unida (United Force), a seamstress 
organization of former Levi’s employ- 
ees. They’ve initiated a class action 
law suit against Levi’s for $10 billion 
(US) and a boycott of all Levi’s prod- 
ucts. 

Fuerza Unida is also planning a na- 
tional day of action in the United States 
for April 12, to mark the anniversary of 
the plant closing. Actions, some in- 
cluding civil disobedience, are planned 
for at least 16 cities in the U.S.A. 

Plant closures are becoming more 
and more common both here and in 
the United States. With the powers- 
that-be currently negotiating a conti- 
nental free trade agreement (remem- 
ber just how peachy the Canada-US 
deal has been for Canadian workers!) 





it looks like even more jobs will head 
down to where wages are kept at 
inhuman levels like $3-4 a day. Though 
it seems that big business has its own 
plans for our future (i.e. unemploy- 
ment or extra low wages), we can join 
with other workers in determining our 


own future through actions like this 
Levi’s boycott. Don’t buy them! Or, if 
you already own a pair or two, cut the 
labels off them & mail them in (with a 
written explanation) to: Levi Strauss & 
Co., 1155 Battery Street, San Fran- 
cisco CA, 94111, USA, Attn: Bob Haas. 








Gitksan, Wet'suet’en 
Continue Fight 


—continued from page 1— 


most expensive land claim in History. 
The racist and condescending recep- 
tion of the claim is not surprising, when 
one looks at the stake held by billion 
dollar mining and forestry companies 
on Gitksan and Wet’suet’en land. 
But the Gitksan and Wet’suet’en are 
no strangers to the inevitable setbacks 
of struggle. For the past two decades, 
they have been defending their land 
from the savagery of logging and 


mining, while also trying to defend 
fishing rights through biockades, court 
battles and the pelting of fishery de- 
partment officials with marshmallows! 
The unity brought to the community 
by the struggle has given it enormous 
cultural and political identity, which it 
will never surrender. And, while the 
appeals to higher courts continue, the 
Gitksan and Wet’set’en assert their 
control over their land regardless of 
this or any other decision by the Cana- 
dian courts or governments. 








Noranda Ravages 
Chippewa Lands 


(WISCONSIN) A Toronto-based 
company, Noranda inc., is bull- 
dozing Native wetlands and burial 
grounds in order to set up a zinc 
mine which will neighbour a 
Chippewa reserve. The Chippewa 
are demanding a stop to all mining 
in the area, and the reassertion of 
their treaty rights over fishing and 
other resources. The Canadian Al- 
liance For Solidarity With Native 
Peoples is organizing a protest at 
Noranda Inc. here in Toronto for 
April 5. 

For info call CASNP at 363-4272. 
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Building a 
Continental Front 


(MEXICO CITY) Delegates represent- 
ing community-based organizations 
in 18 different countries throughout 
the Americas converged on Mexico 
City for the second conference of the 
Continental Front of Community Or- 
ganizations. The conference was 
meant as a forum to share the variety 
of organizing experiences represented 
there, from local food cooperatives in 
Costa Rica to a city-wide milk program 
administered by the organized poor 
wimmin of Lima, Peru to the neigh- 
bourhood-based organizations cen- 
tred on the struggle for sovereignty of 
Nicaragua, to the anti-eviction move- 
ment of the Dominican Republic. 

The community organizers exam- 
ined how we are all being affected by 
the new economic model being im- 
plemented throughout Latin America, 
how U.S. policy has made military 
struggles for national liberation more 
costly than the majority of affected 
populations are willing or able to bear, 
and how the left is in crisis all over. 
Delegates talked of how they’re 
building new forms of power out of 
organizing around survival issues. 

Miriam Carmona Pineda of the 
Pancha Carranza Women’s Collective 
in Costa Rica described her political 
reality by saying: “People aren’t 
thinking aboutissues of political power. 
Rather, they are coming together to 
solve their everyday problems—food, 
housing, alternative health. Out of that 
we're moving into a new way of or- 
ganizing society, rooted in folks’ eve- 
ryday lives...” 





Asuncion Pineda of the collective 
kitchens of Peru added: “We don’t 
want an organization focussed only 
on survival, but rather one which ex- 
presses all of our needs. | don’t need 
only to eat, but to develop myself, 
know the problems of my country and 


other countries...” 

Inevitably, discussion focussed on 
the fact that the urban poor peoples’ 
movement throughout the Americas, 
although principally involving wimmin, 
is led by men — 2/3 of all the national 
representatives to the conference were 
men. When a companera from Cuba 
asserted that wimmin should not be 
handed leadership positions, butrather 
should earn them, a companero from 
Mexico replied that wimmin have 
earned their place in the leadership. 
“with pick and shovel.” What men 


(continued on page 4) 


ce Lessons Learned | 
FRAMED SIX SAVED 


Irishmen were arrested and sen- 

tenced to 21 life sentences each 
for the bombing of a pub in Birming- 
ham, England. Since the day of their 
arrest, all six have maintained their 
complete innocence and have sworn 
that they were literally framed by po- 
lice. As proof of their innocence 
mounted, and the details of their tor- 
ture and forced confessions surfaced, 
they become known as the Birming- 
ham Six, and cries for their release 
were heard from public demonstra- 
tions on five continents in dozens of 
cities. 

The struggle has been long, as the 
number of appeals mounted and the 
highest courts and judges in Britain 
tooktheir turn being implicated. Finally, 
nearly two decades later, the day has 
come for the Birmingham Six and their 
supporters. The British government 
has freed them, and in so doing has 
admitted to the blatant violations of 
human rights, corruption, racism and 
brutal violence they practice. 


Q imen years ago, six young 








The British government has re- 
sponded by pointing the finger at the 
cops and insisting that it is an isolated 
incident, but this is far from the truth. 
The decision torelease the “six” follows 
close upon the heels of the Guilford 
Four’s release as their frame-ups fell 
apart after years of imprisonment. 
Demands for the release of the Maguire 
Seven and Winchester Three are also 
geiting louder each day. 

Meanwhile, tens of thousands of 
Irish are detained under the “Preven- 
tion of Terrorisra Act” (PTA,) and only 
a miniscule percentage are ever 
charged and convicted. A few months 
ago, a couple was detained under the 
PTA and heralded in the papers as 
captured IRA bombers. The whole 
thing turned out to be a farce, and they 
were released. 

One must, of course, remember that 
the British system of government and 
justice is the foundation and origin of 
the western world’s legal system. As 
the Birmingham Six have shown us, 
freedom is attainable. 
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Endless Struggle at Prison for Women 


Though details are still emerging, it 
appears that on the night of 
Wednesday, March 20, in the con- 
finement cells at Kingston’s Federal 
Prison for Women (P4W), a Native 
womyn belonging to the Native Sis- 
terhood inside, attempted to ‘string 
up’. The suicide attempt is the des- 
perate result of the continuing re- 
pression wimmin inside are facing. 
The womyn—Molly Goddard— had 
just been placed in segregation and 
had all her visitation and work pro- 
grams inside suspended. That very 
day Molly and two other wimmin from 
the sisterhood had given an interview 
with the American TV station CBS 
and the week before Molly had been 
quoted in an Ottawa Citizen story 
called “Life and Death in the Cage” 





focusing on the six Native wimmin 
who've hanged themselves within the 
past 18 months in P4W. Molly is cur- 
rently in the internal hospital at PAW. 


Make the Links 


It was recently decided that the 
required judicial inquest into the re- 
cent suicide of Native womyn Lorna 
Jones would be grouped with the two 
other most recent Native suicides, so 
that all three would come under one 
inquest. The intent of this is to consider 
what link might run between them. 
This is a step forward as the system 
has been denying all along that as 
First Peoples these wimmin have en- 
dured common racism and sexism 
which is at the root of the desperation 
and the life-denying conditions under 
which they live. Wimmin inside how- 





Continental Front... 


—continued from page 3— 


need to do is stand out of their way. 

Building the continental front is re- 
quiring activists to overcome the 
competition and mistrust between 
different organizations, and has not 
been easy. But participants in this 
effort reported that they are coming 
to common ground. They want to 
build popular democracy based on 
grassroots participation. They want 
popular organizations which are au- 
tonomous, independent of control by 
any government or political party. 
They want the continental front to be 
a place for the broad variety of urban 
popular movements to learn from 
each others’ experiences, and to 
provide a vision and ability to coor- 


dinate on a continental level. 

The Continental Front of Commu- 
nity Organizations decided to hold 
meetings in 1991 among each of the 
sub-regions: the southern cone, An- 
des, Caribbean and Central America- 
U.S.-Canada. The next continental 
meeting will be in the Dominican Re- 
public in 1992, in celebration of 500 
years of resistance to colonization. 


Ecomedia Toronto 


Ecomedia is an international “wire service” that acts as an altema- 
tiveto regular news services. We focus on news and often censored 
information on autonomous and anarchist resistance and analysia 
of current events. 

Ecomedia Toronto is a local office involved in three main 
Projects: a radio show every Wednesday on CKLN88.1 FMbetween 
7 and 8 pm on the “Word of Mouth” program; also another radio 
spot, Uppercut, now at 12:30- 1pm Tuesdays on CIUT 89.5FM; and 
the bulletin in your hands, published bi-weekly and free at locations 
around the city. Subscriptions are $ 18/yr (26 issues) mailed monthly 
to cut coats. Order from the address on the front. Make cheques or 
M.O.’s payable to Ecomedia. 


ever are concerned that the inquest 
will attempt to portray itself as sensi- 
tive and wanting to overcome the 
suicides, while passing recommen- 
dations which will in fact make life 
more repressive inside — such as a 
ban on belts, scarves or cords which 
could be used in ‘stringing up’. 

Two weeks ago, another womyn 
tried to hang herself; a womyn who, 
like all the others, lives on the “A” 
range. She too was found before ir- 
reversible harm was done, but the rate 
ofslashings, hangings and depression 
areallata crisis level. How many more 
wimmin have to die to illustrate this? 
Let’s remember the dead by fighting 
like hell for the living. 
source: Through the Walls, a prisoner sup- 
port and prison abolition working group, 
472 Albert St., Kingston Ont., K7L 3W3. 


What’s Goin On? 


Wed. March 27, 7pm: Premiere of “Papua 
Merdeira! Free Papua! at Rm 248, Galbraith 
Bldg, (35 St. George, N. of Harbord). A video 
by Pete Monet on the Papuan independence 
movement, with “East Timor: Betrayed But 
Not Beaten” (info: 531-6154) 


Thursday March 28, 9pm: Anti-War 
Thursdays at the Apocalypse Club, 750 Col- 
lege St. A benefit for Act for Disarmament, 
featuring The Matriphiles, Four Words, others. 
info 531-6154. 


Saturday April 6, 7pm: Victor Jara Festi- 
val, The Great Hall, 1087 Queen St. W., fea- 
turing Nazka, Nancy White, Rick Fielding, 
Ixim w’anima and more, with the video “El 
Compafiero Victor Jara of Chile”. Tickets are 
$12/$10 in advance from DEC Bookroom, 
Toronto Women’s Bookstore or Andina 
Bakery. 


For more events and actions, call the anar- 
chist hotline at 535-5731 (or call and leave a 
message if you’re organizing something) or 
HANDS (Helping Activists Network During 
Strife) who do very regular and thorough 
listings, call them at 508-0744. 


